HAC Pony Baseball Rules (2014)

The most current edition of the Official Baseball Rules and Regulations of Pony Baseball will govern any rules or regulations not contained within these rules and guidelines.

1. Batters and base runners are required to wear protective headgear while on the playing field. 
2. All players are required to wear athletic supporters and cup. 
3. A player, except for a medical ID, shall wear no jewelry. 
4. All players must play a minimum of 3 innings in the field during a 7-inning game. 
5. No player shall sit out more than two innings in a row unless due to injury. 
6. A team can play with 8 players. A team with less than 8 players shall forfeit the game. The forfeit is official fifteen minutes after the scheduled start time. Should a team begin a game with 9 players and lose a player during the game, for reasons other than injury, an out shall be recorded each time the missing player’s position comes up in the order. 
7. Players not in attendance can not be replaced with a player from another Bronco team’s roster. Mustang players may be used as substitutes, but must bat in the last spot in the order and play all defensive innings in the outfield. The substitute player may only be used to avoid forfeiture. 
8. All games will start at the scheduled time. In the event that the umpire is late or does not show, the game will begin with volunteer umpires. 
9.  Complex Game Rules 
a. No inning shall begin after 1 hour and 50minutes from a game's actual start time. The inning will be played to completion. 
b. Speed-up Rules will in effect all day: A pinch-runner (the last recorded out) will be used for the player who will be the catcher in the next inning. This player must catch the entire next inning unless he is injured/or replaces the pitcher. 
c. No infield or outfield practice after the 1st inning. 
d. Returning pitchers are allowed 3 warm-up throws. New pitchers are allowed 5 warm-up throws. 
e. Batters who are being intentional walked are awarded 1st base without a ball being thrown. 
f. The defensive Manager must communicate his intent to walk the batter to the Umpire and to the opposing Manager. 
10. If a game is called for any reason, it shall be considered a complete game when five full innings have been played (4 ½ innings if home team is winning). If a game is called before it is complete or if the score is tied, it shall be considered a suspended game and shall be rescheduled and resumed from the point of stoppage. 
11. HAC will abide by Updated Pony Baseball Rules with regard to bat requirements see Section 8C and any revisions on the pony baseball website.  2 ¾” barrel bats are prohibited

12. The 10 run rule shall be imposed after five full innings (or 4 ½ innings if home team is winning). (The losing team must have had 5 offensive innings) 
13. Base runners are required to slide or to avoid contact with the opposing player when a play is being made on the base runner. It is a judgment call by the umpire and implemented for the safety of the players. Any malicious actions taken by a player will not be tolerated, and the player will be immediately ejected from the game. Any further acts of this type by a player should be brought to the attention of the League Director. 
14. Managers are solely responsible for the conduct of all coaches, players, and fans. Umpires are instructed to deal directly with the Manager on all matters. A Manager who is ejected from a game is automatically suspended for the next game and referred to the HAC Board of Directors for review. If a parent/relative/guardian is ejected from a game, their child is also considered ejected. Like other player-ejections, an out will be recorded each time the player’s position comes up in the batting order. 
15. Home team managers are responsible for field prep, bases, lining, raking, etc. Each team is responsible for clean-up and equipment return after the game. 
16. The “2-out catcher rule” is available to the manager at his discretion to speed up the game. The pinch runner must have made the second out in the inning. The runner being replaced must start the next defensive inning as the catcher. 
17. Until midway point of season, all balks will be warnings. MLB rules apply with the offensive team being given the option to accept the ball as dead, or accepting the result of the pitch. All balks will be called with one warning per pitcher in games starting after the midway point of the season, through the end of the season.  This will be determined by league director.
18. The winning team must record the score at www.homersports.com within 24 hours. 
19. Rescheduling of games is the responsibility of the League Director. 
20. The decision to cancel games due to weather conditions or field conditions is the responsibility of the League Director. After the first pitch, the decision to postpone or cancel rests with the Umpire. 
21. The HAC Board of Directors will decide all protests. 
22. Pitchers shall not pitch more than five innings on the same calendar day and no more than twelve innings in a calendar week. 
23. A pitching “calendar week” starts on Monday and ends on Sunday. 
24. A pitcher must be removed after the second trip to the mound in the same inning. An official trip will be the interpretation of the umpire. 
25. Pitchers shall have at least forty hours rest after pitching five or more innings on the same calendar day. One pitch constitutes an inning. 40 hours begins at the scheduled start time of the first game, unless the start of the game is delayed 2 hours or more. 
26. A player is to be removed from the mound after four hit batsmen within a game or two occurrences during an inning. 
27. Playoff Tournament. Playoff pitching will be 12 twelve innings for the first 3 games of a team’s play in the tournament. After each team has played 3 games, all pitchers on the teams remaining then have 12 innings of pitching eligibility for the remainder of their play in the tournament, providing they meet the 40 hour rest requirement. Pitchers shall have a 40 hour rest after pitching in 5 or more innings on the same calendar day.
28. All rules are reviewable by the Homer Athletic Club Board of Directors.
